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INFACT’s	 first	 trials	 of	 innovative,	 non-invasive	 mineral	 exploration	
technologies	are	imminent	
	
	
Press	 release	 I	 July	 2018	 I	 The	 EU-funded	 INFACT	
project	 aims	 at	 combining	 the	 development	 and	
test	 of	 innovative,	 non-invasive	 minerals	
exploration	 technologies	 with	 an	 assessment	 of	
their	 social	 acceptance.	 For	 this	 purpose,	 three	
European	 reference	 sites	 will	 be	 established	 in	
Germany,	 Finland	 and	 Spain.	 Stakeholder	
consultations	 took	 place	 at	 all	 sites	 in	 June	 and	
early	July	to	pave	the	way	for	first	technology	trials	
which	are	about	to	start	in	August.		
		
	
In	its	recently	published	action	plan	for	batteries	which	identifies	EU	sources	for	the	minerals	required	to	
produce	batteries,	the	European	Commission	has	highlighted	the	essential	role	mineral	raw	materials	will	
play	 to	 transform	 Europe	 into	 a	 low-carbon	 and	 circular	 economy,	 while	 strengthening	 simultaneously	
Europe’s	production	and	value	chains.	The	36-month	project	INFACT,	funded	under	the	European	Union’s	
Horizon	 2020	 programme	 for	 Research	 &	 Innovation,	 is	 fully	 aligned	 with	 this	 strategy.	 Under	 the	
coordination	of	the	Helmholtz	Institute	Freiberg	for	Resource	Technology	(HIF)	at	the	Helmholtz-Zentrum	
Dresden-Rossendorf,	 universities,	 research	 institutions,	 regional	 agencies,	 international	 not-for-profit	
organisations	and	service	companies	have	 joined	forces	to	develop	and	test	 innovative,	non-invasive	and	
socially	 acceptable	 mineral	 exploration	 technologies.	 Some	 of	 these	methods	 will	 be	 tested	 in	 summer	
2018	and	2019	at	the	project’s	three	reference	sites	in	Germany	(Geyer),	Finland	(Sakatti)	and	Spain	(Cobre	
Las	Cruces,	Seville	and	Minas	de	Río	Tinto,	Huelva).	
	
Following	up	on	a	socio-scientific	analysis	-	see	http://www.infactproject.eu/deliverables/	for	more	details	-	
that	has	helped	to	understand	the	historical	and	economic	factors	which	determine	the	social	acceptance	
for	mining	activities	in	the	surroundings	of	Geyer,	Sakatti	and	Seville,	the	project	team	is	now	getting	ready	
for	 the	 first	 technology	 trials.	 These	 will	 take	 place	 at	 each	 of	 the	 reference	 sites	 in	 summer	 2018.	
Stakeholder	 consultations	were	 scheduled	 in	 June	and	early	 July,	 to	 inform	citizens	 at	 local	 and	 regional	
level	about	 the	planned	activities.	 In	August	and	early	September,	helicopter-flights	will	be	conducted	at	
each	of	 the	 sites	 to	acquire	a	good	geological	 knowledge	of	 the	areas.	 The	aim	 is	 to	bring	 forward	non-
invasive	methods	as	a	useful	tool,	making	mining	more	sustainable	and	hence	socially	more	acceptable.		
	
The	flight	campaign	in	Finland	is	now	ready	to	kick-off.	It	 is	scheduled	from	1	to	13	August	2018	with	the	
aim	of	detecting	geological	 features	associated	with	mineral	 accumulations	at	 various	depth	 ranges.	The	
Sakatti	reference	site	is	part	of	a	Natura	2000	area,	created	to	protect	natural	diversity,	and	the	campaign	
has	been	planned	in	August	to	prevent	interference	with	the	nesting	period	of	several	bird	species,	and	the	
peak	of	activity	 for	 reindeer	herding,	 in	 July	and	September	respectively.	Arctic	conditions	and	especially	
the	presence	of	a	 thin	glacial	 till	 layer	 for	early	 time	data,	also	constitute	a	 challenge	 to	 the	geophysical	
acquisition	 campaign.	 A	 major	 public	 event	 is	 planned	 for	 5	 August	 2018,	 at	 Sodankylä	 airport,	 where	
citizens	will	have	a	glance	at	the	helicopter	and	the	exploration	technologies	while	the	INFACT	team	will	be	
available	to	answer	questions.		
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After	these	first	trials	in	Finland,	further	data	acquisition	campaigns	are	scheduled	in	Germany,	in	the	time	
span	 from	12	 to	22	August,	 and	 in	Spain,	 from	21	August	until	 9	 September.	During	 these	 trials,	 further	
citizen	 involvement	 activities	 are	 foreseen	 to	 ensure	 that	 residents	 are	 informed	 in	 a	 transparent	 way	
about	 the	 research	 efforts,	 aiming	 thus	 to	 bridge	 the	 gap	 between	 Europe’s	 need	 for	 domestic	mineral	
resources	and	the	often-stated	lack	of	communication	towards	the	public.	

	
More	information	is	available	on	the	project	website:	www.infactproject.eu		
	
	
The	INFACT	partners:		
Agencia	de	Innovation	y	Desarrollo	(IDEA),	Anglo	American	Sakatti	Oy,	Arhus	Geo,	Atalaya	Mining,	ATClave,	Cobre	las	
Cruces,	Dialogik,	European	Federation	of	Geologists	 (EFG),	Fraunhofer	 IAO,	GALSA	(Geotech),	Geognosia,	Helmholtz	
Institute	 Freiberg	 for	 Resource	 Technology	 (HIF)	 at	 Helmholtz-Zentrum	 Dresden-Rossendorf	 (coordinator),	 Oulu	
Mining	School,	SRK	Exploration	Services,	Supracon,	SYKE,	University	of	Eastern	Finland.	
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For	more	information:	
	
Helmholtz	Institute	Freiberg	for	Resource	Technology	at	HZDR:		
	
Leila	Ajjabou	I	Project	coordinator		
Phone:	+49	(0)	351	260-4461	|	Email:	l.ajjabou@hzdr.de	
	
Dr.	Richard	Gloaguen	|	Head	Exploration	Division	
Phone:	+49	(0)	351	260-4424	|	Email:	r.gloaguen@hzdr.de	
	
European	Federation	of	Geologists	
	
Marco	Komac	I	Leader	WP7	–	Impact	creation		
Email:	efg.externalrelations@eurogeologists.eu		
	
Anita	Stein	I	EFG	Communication	Manager		
Email:	anita.stein@eurogeologists.eu		
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Benchmarking of innovative non-invasive 
mineral exploration techniques...

… at three reference 
sites in Europe. 

…  with a strong focus on 
stakeholder engagement…
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INFACT IN A NUT-SHELL

COORDINATOR

WHO?

SOCIAL DIALOGUE & ENVIRONMENT

IMPLEMENTATION & BUSINESS MODEL

TECHNICAL DEVELOPMENT & EXPLORATION

17 partners from research and academia, industry, state and not-
for-profit organisations from seven countries with extensive expe-
rience in mining, geology, exploration, IT, social science and com-
munication: 

HOW LONG DOES THE PROJECT RUN?
INFACT has started in November 2017 and will run over 36 months, 
until October 2020.  

MORE INFORMATION
• FAQ section: https://www.infactproject.eu/faq/ 
• Project reports: https://www.infactproject.eu/deliverables/
• Technical information: https://www.infactproject.eu/technical-

information/

CONTACT
Helmholtz Institute Freiberg for Resource Technology at HZDR 

Leila Ajjabou I Project coordinator 
Phone: +49 (0) 351 260-4461 | Email: l.ajjabou@hzdr.de 

Dr. Richard Gloaguen | Head Exploration Division 
Phone: +49 (0) 351 260-4424 | Email: r.gloaguen@hzdr.de 

European Federation of Geologists 

Marco Komac I Leader WP7 – Impact creation 
Email: efg.externalrelations@eurogeologists.eu

Anita Stein I EFG Communication Manager 
Email: anita.stein@eurogeologists.eu
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INFACT IN BRIEF

• Rising global demand for metallic raw materials and complex metal 
alloys including “high-tech metals”, e.g. gallium, germanium, the 
platinum group elements and steel alloy metals such as nickel 
and molybdenum;

• Recycling recovery rate still very low for Rare Earth Elements (REE); 
• EU currently dependent on mineral raw material import. 

PROJECT BACKGROUND
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INFACT looks at critical raw materials and elements indispen-
sable for the energy transition.

Source: http://energiesysteme-zukunft.de
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STAY CONNECTED
			 

https://www.infactproject.eu
https://twitter.com/INFACTproject

https://www.facebook.com/INFACTproject-145273662854644/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/infactproject/


